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Initiative s  of Ch ange

‘A ne w  inne r pe rson': Life  Matte rs course  in Fiji

Fifte en young Fijians , repre s enting th e  
indigenous , Indian and M elane s ian 

com m unitie s , took  part.  Th ey w ere  
students , new ly-graduated teach ers  and 
young w ork ing people.

In introducing th e  cours e , both  Tui and 
Aas h il spok e  about th e  steps  th ey h ad 
tak en to ch ange th e ir live s  s ince  th e  
M elbourne  experience .  Aas h il de scribed 
th e  new  relations h ip w ith  a fam ily 
m em ber after h aving as k ed forgivene s s  
for th e  constant conflict betw e en th em .

W e began every m orning w ith  a 
w h olesom e  break fast follow ed by  prayer 
and s inging in true  Fijian style.  Th en 
cam e a tim e  of inner reflection and sm all 
group discus s ions  before  tw o m ain 
s e s s ions .  Topics  covered included 
Team w ork , Fam ily, Corruption and 
Re solving Conflict Creatively.  In th e  
afternoon th e re  w ere  interactive program s  
on is sue s  affecting Fijian life .  Volley ball 
and pool sports  follow ed.  Creative 
program s  w ere  sch eduled for th e  
evenings  plus  q uiet talk s  th rough  until 
m idnigh t.

Th is  cours e  repre s ented a new  ph as e  in 
th e  h istory of Life M atters , as  a training 
m anual h as  be en developed to m ak e  it 
pos s ible for any w ell-trained team  to tak e  

it to oth er place s .  Th e  cours e  is  th e  
q uick e st and greate st w ay th at I h ave 
s e en to open a space for people to 
experience  ch ange at a personal, spiritual 
and practical level.

A h igh ligh t of th e  w e e k  w as  th e  gift 
of Joy Pearce  from  New  Z ealand. H e r 
teach ing of dram a, allow ing th e  groups ’ 
surpris ing th eatrical and m us ical talents  
to s h ine , created real-life  scene s  th at 
s h ow ed th e  h ard but inspiring life  of th e  
Fijian youth , th e  farm ers  and culture .  

Participants  felt th at h one sty w as  th e  
stronge st learning point out of th e  w e e k . 
 M ost people com m itted to renew ing a 
relations h ip in th e ir fam ily or w ith  
friends , and to h aving a daily tim e  of 
inner reflection.  

Som e of th e  com m ents  from  th e  
participants : w ere :
•  A life -ch anging experience  for m e .
•  It h as  taugh t m e  to confront a lot of 

th ings , one  of th em  be ing fear, and h ow  
to be  grateful for w h at I h ave got, instead 
of w h at I don’t h ave .
•  I learnt th e  im portance of w ork ing 

in a team  to ach ieve your goals, rath er 
th an be ing individual leaders .
•  Th e  Cours e  h as  created a new  inner 

person.  It ch anged th e  w ay I th ink , act 

and integrate w ith  oth er people, 
e specially oth er culture s  and religions .
•  It h as  m ade  m e  m ore  h one st w ith  

m ys elf and turned m e  into a new  person.
•  An eye -opener for m e  – th e  value s  

th at w ere  instilled in m e  w ill really h elp 
m e  in m y teach ing profe s s ion.  I h ave 
gained s k ills to tack le m y real-life  
problem s .

O n th e  last day ideas  w ere  expre s s ed 
about h ow  th ey could tak e  th e ir 
experience s  from  th e  cours e  to som e  of 
th e ir com m unitie s .  Th ey w ill m eet on  
8 Decem ber to plan furth er.

Tw o Fijian participants  at th e  Life  M atte rs  cou rs e  in M e lbou rne  las t Ju ly, Tu i Tu ivavalagi and Aas h il Prak as h , w e re  pas s ionate  
for th e ir frie nds  to h ave  a s im ilar e xpe rie nce .  Th e y invite d a s m all te am  from  Au s tralia to condu ct a cou rs e  in Su va, 
25 Nove m be r -  1 D e ce m be r.  Ch ris  Jam e s , a m e m be r of th e  te am , re ports :

Talbingo National Gath e ring

Th e  program  com bined refre s h m ent 
of spirit w ith  practical planning and 

addre s s ing problem s , particularly of 
finding personnel for th e  m any 
opportunitie s  to tak e  action in society 
w h ile staffing th e  bas ic running of IofC 
operations . Each  day began w ith  a 
prepared reflection; subjects  w ere : 
"Identity"; "Experiencing life  togeth e r"; 
"Th e  future  of IofC"; "Acceptance". 

Perspective s  w ere  enlarged by a video 
interview  w ith  M oh am ed Sah noun in 
Caux entitled Vis ions  for Peace and by a 

talk  on "Experience s  w ith  spiritual 
direction" by M ary Lean. Al Gore 's  film  
An Inconvenient Truth  w as  s h ow n for 
th os e  w h o h ad not s e en it.

W e look ed again at national 
objective s : indigenous  relations h ips , 
finding com m on caus e  betw e en faith s  
and culture s , th ink ing for th e  Pacific 
ne igh bourh ood, training leaders  for 
tom orrow , reach ing out to th e  leaders  in 
th e  econom y and politics .

Th e  gath ering cons idered th e  running 
and th e  long-term  us e  of Arm agh , th e  

45 pe ople  m e t at a five - day National Gath e ring, as  Initiative s  of Ch ange  Au s tralia's  tw ice - ye arly cons u ltations  are  calle d, in 
th e  Snow y M ou ntains  tow n of Talbingo, 8- 13 Nove m be r. Pe te r Th w aite s  w rite s :

Ne xt 
Life  Matte rs 
Course
Th e  17th  Life  M atte rs  re s ide ntial 
cou rs e  for you ng adu lts  w ill be  h e ld 
15- 24 Fe bru ary 2008 in M e lbou rne . 

national centre . It w as  decided to form  a 
W ork ing Group to look  at future  options  
and to report w ith in tw o years  (by 
Novem ber 2009 ).

Th e  next National Gath ering w ill be  
in M elbourne , 25-27 April 2008. It is  
h oped th at th e  long w e e k end and central 
location w ill enable m ore  people in th e  
w ork force  to participate, for th e  w h ole 
tim e  or for particular s e s s ions . W e s h all 
also try to continue  th e  elem ent of 
enjoym ent w h ich  w as  pre s ent m uch  of 
th e  tim e  in Talbingo.

Th e  las t cou rs e  w as  ove r- s u bs cribe d, 
s o applicants  are  as k e d to re gis te r 
as  s oon as  pos s ible . 

Cou rs e  broch u re s  and application 
form s  are  available  from  Initiative s  
of Ch ange , 226 K ooyong Road, 
Toorak , Vic 3142, or by e m ail: 
life m atte rs @ au .iofc.org



Ide ntity and taboo

W h en I vis ited Fiji last year one  
lady grum bled as  s h e  w as  

introduced to m e , “Anoth er Australian 
com e to tell us  w h at to do!”  But w h en 
s h e  learned m y grandfath er w as  born in 
Nausori h e r face lit up.  O n h earing h is  
parents  w ere  Cornis h  &  Sam oan s h e  
nodded, “M ixed”.  It w as  a s h ock  to 
realis e  I w as  better off be ing identified 
as  “m ixed” th an “Australian”, and to be  
glad of th e  ch ange it m ade .  I h ad s e en 
th e  oppos ite  ch ange w h en, as  a te enager, 
I w as  told by a relative th at m y great-
grandm oth er w as  really a “Sam oan 
Prince s s”!  M y broth ers  w ere  as  excited 
as  I but m y m oth er w as  SO  angry th at I 
h ad be en told, w e  dropped th e  subject 
im m ediately – it w as  taboo!  Som e years  
later, w h en filling in a census  form , I 
again broach ed th e  subject of our racial 
origins . Perh aps  th e  fact th at I proudly 
sugge sted m y m oth er s h ould tick  th e  box 
for “q uarter-caste” didn’t h elp – th e  
subject w as  still taboo! 

 I now  realis e  h ow  stigm atis ing th e  
w ords  “caste” and “full-blood” are , 
particularly if non-Aboriginal 
Australians  us e  th em .  Th ey are  
offens ive to Aboriginal Australians  w h o 
identify as  w h olly Aboriginal and w h olly 
Australian – m uch  m ore  offens ive th an 

w ork e rs  from  th e  Pacific is  th at w e  h ave 
not properly reconciled th is  aspect of our 
past (it’s  still taboo!).  New  Z ealand on 
th e  oth er h and h as  decided on an annual 
q uota of Pacific Islander gue st w ork e rs .  

 M y dictionary tells m e  taboo is  a 
Polyne s ian w ord m eaning “forbidden” 
but it can also m ean “h oly”.  Every 
society h as  taboos  w h ich  in som e  w ays  
provide  structure  to th e ir fabric – th ey 
sanctify th e  s h ared bonds  but also 
im pos e  re strictions  w h ich  can be  
alienating; taboos  can force  us  into 
s ilence s  and conform ity.  Neverth ele s s  
w e  ne ed an opportunity to h one stly deal 
w ith  taboos , e specially w h en w e  relate 
to oth ers  new  to our group or w h o 
expre s s  th em s elves  differently from  
OUR social norm .  Fam ilie s  h ave taboos  
too – th ings  th at are  forbidden, protected 
or sacred.  Je sus ’ exam ple cuts  th rough  
th e  legalism  th at entrench ed th e  
“forbidden” aspects  of th e  taboos  and 
revalue s  th e  “h oly” aspects  th at 
underpinned th em . H e  reacted in a w ay 
th at h ealed and em pow ered.  H ow  do w e  
react?   Do w e  h ave som eth ing th at w e  
are  so as h am ed of, afraid of, angry about 
or alienated by th at w e  h ave not s h ared 
w ith  anyone?  W e m ust uncover th e  
taboos  w ith in us  and our w orld – th ings  
th at m ay be  both  “forbidden” and 
“h oly”; th ings  th at ne ed to be  reconciled 
to produce h ealing and w h olene s s , just 
as  Je sus  dem onstrated and I believe 
ch allenge s  m e  to do today.  

 Th e  h ealing and w h olene s s  th at h ave 
com e to m e  and m y fam ily and people I 
h ave m et h ave in one  s ens e  be en 
periph e ral, incidental to Initiative s  of 
Ch ange program s  and yet, in anoth er 
s ens e , th ey are  central.  Initiative s  of 
Ch ange provide s  th e  safe , trusting 
environm ent, th e  opportunitie s  for 
s e em ingly s e rendipitous  
interconnections  w ith out w h ich  th e  
personal ch ange and h ealing th at 
underpins  com m unity and international 

“m ixed” 
w as  to m y w h olly Australian identity.

At th e  Brisbane  conference  I w as  
as k ed w h e re  I cam e from  and I said, 
“Th e  Gold Coast,” but Pacific Islanders  
w ould say, “No, W H ERE are  you 
from ?”.  Th e  penny dropped and I 
replied I h ad Sam oan h e ritage .  Th e ir 
face s  lit up w ith  recognition and 
inclus ion and th ey’d say, “Ye s , I can s e e  
th at!”  It w as  th e  first tim e  I h ad 
experienced anyth ing lik e  th is .  Th e  
Fijians  realis ed th ey k new  m y Sam oan 
relative s  w h o w ere  still living in Fiji! 
W ith  th e  h elp of m y Initiative s  of 
Ch ange Fijian and Sam oan friends , w e  
w ere  able to m e et our fam ily.  Granny 
Ninne s  definitely w as  a “Taupo” and our 
new -found fam ily w ere  so w elcom ing 
th at now  w e  really fe el lik e  fam ily and 
identify as  such .

 Th is  reconnection h as  added a new  
dim ens ion to m y life  – I fe el w h ole in a 
fre s h  w ay.    W h en M um  as k ed m e  
recently to tell our story to h e r ch urch  
group and everyone w as  fascinated and 
affirm ing, it w as  obvious  s h e  fe els proud 
of h e r Sam oan h e ritage  now . W h ere  
th e re  w ere  taboos , pain, s ilence and 
rejection th e re  h as  be en h ealing in a w ay 
I could never h ave im agined.

M y fam ily experienced prejudice  
against Kanak as  in north  Queensland, 
and it is  now  100 years  s ince  th e s e  
Pacific Islander Labourers  w ere  forcibly 
deported due  to th e  W h ite  Australia 
Policy.  So I am  ch allenged to s e e  th at at 
th e  150th  anniversary of Queensland 
becom ing a state, in 2009 , th e s e  Pacific 
Islander Labourers ’ contribution w ill be  
recognis ed, and th at Queensland w ill 
face up to its  black birding past and s e e k  
reconciliation w ith  th e  islands  from  
w h ich  th e s e  people w ere  stolen.  I 
believe one  reason our federal leaders  
h ave refus ed to speak  about gue st 

A re fle ction at th e  National gath e ring in Talbingo by Le s le y Bryant:

Ne w s of Cre ators of Pe ace  Circle s 
Tw o m ore  Peace Circles  for w om en are  
com ing to an end in Sydney. Th ey h ave 
be en h eld in place s  form erly cons idered 
to be  areas  of tens ion betw e en different 
groups  in th e  com m unity of th e  Eastern 
beach e s  and Suth erlands h ire . 

A facilitators ’ w ork s h op took  place in 
Septem ber and tw o of th os e  new ly 
trained leaders  co-facilitated th e s e  recent 
circles . In addition, four Peace Circle 

reunions  w ere  enjoyed, including one  in 
Lak em ba led and organized by th re e  
M uslim  participants . 

Th e  Brah m a Kum aris  as k ed for a one -
day introductory Peace Circle in th e ir 
beautiful, s e rene  retreat centre  in Leura, 
Blue M ountains .  Joyce Fras er, one  of th e  
team  w h o w ent, w rite s : “W h at a privilege 
to discus s  inner listening w ith  26 w om en 
of all age s . M any h ad experience s  to 

s h are . After I s h ared m y life  story, it w as  
very h ard to stop th e  flow  of discus s ion 
on fam ilie s . W e h ave be en as k ed to 
return next year.”

A Peace Circle is  m e eting for th e  first 
tim e  in Perth  w ith  participants  from  
m any back grounds  including Afgh ani, 
Cam bodian and Englis h  Cath olic m arried 
to an Iranian M uslim .

     -  Ros e m ary Th w aite s
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Le sle y Bryant



Las t Ne w s brie fs  carrie d a s pe e ch  m ade  by D iana D am s a from  Rom ania s h ortly 
be fore  s h e  le ft Au s tralia to go h om e . Sh e  w rite s :

‘Som e th ing th at could 
save  our socie ty’

inspiration and for a source  of new  
initiative .

I w as  invited to speak  to a clas s  in 
one  of our be st h igh  sch ools and w as  
im pre s s ed by th e  m aturity of th e  
students .  Th ey m entioned corruption as  
our m ajor problem  and expre s s ed th e  
w ill to live in dignity in th e ir ow n 
country.  W h en I as k ed: “W h o is  going 
to bring th e  ne eded ch ange? Th ey 
ch orus ed: ‘W e w ill!’”  I realis e  h ow  
im portant it is  to reach  out to th e s e  
young people and encourage th em  to get 
ready to tak e  th e  re ins  of th e  country by 
starting now  to be  th e  ch ange th ey w ant 
to s e e . 

I w as  invited for a one -h our interview  
on televis ion and h ad th e  ch ance to talk  
about m y experience  in m y year of 
travel w ith  Action for Life  and oth er 
IofC program s .  Afterw ards  m y m oth er 
rece ived num erous  ph one  calls w h ich  
confirm ed th at th e  m e s sage  got th rough . 
 I now  h ave to prepare  for a few  oth er 
sch ool vis its , an interview  w ith  th e  
youth  page of th e  local paper and a 

Alth ough  I expected som e  cultural 
s h ock , be ing back  h om e  w as  not 

easy.  I w as  h it by th e  new  clarity I h ad 
gained overs eas  w h en I saw  th e  state  of 
our society and th e  h eavy legacy of 45 
years  of Com m unism .  I h ave talk ed 
about th is  legacy so m any tim e s  but still 
h ave so m uch  to learn and understand.  I 
w as  overw h elm ed not only by th e  look  
of m y tow n – all patch ed and im provis ed 
trying to catch  up fast w ith  econom ic 
developm ents  - but also by th e  fe eling of 
a certain aggre s s ivene s s  com bined w ith  
h opele s sne s s  in people around.  O ur 
society h as  becom e m ore  com petitive . 
Th ere  are  fe elings  of bitterne s s  over th e  
struggle for survival.  Luck ily m y s h ock  
and m elanch oly lasted only one w e e k . 
Th e  m ore  I look ed around, th e  m ore  I 
understood w h y I w ork  w ith  Initiative s  
of Ch ange .  Instead of fe eling 
dis illus ioned, m y conviction for th is  
w ork  grew  even stronger.  Catch ing up 
w ith  friends , I could s e e  th at Rom anians  
are  look ing for a solution - som eth ing 
th at could save our society. Th ey look ed 
to m e  and m y experience  abroad for 

W e decided to w ork  togeth e r on th is  
project.  A Sch ools Leaders h ip 
Conference  h eld at M onas h  Univers ity 
cam pus  w as  developed.  Th is  w as  jointly 
h osted by Initiative s  of Ch ange, 
Divers ity Connect International (Yas s e r's  
organization) and Altruism  Australia, in 
partners h ip w ith  th e  Victorian 
M ulticultural Com m is s ion. 

140 young people from  14 very 
divers e  sch ools participated.  Th e  
program  cons isted of a panel of speak e rs  
- including th e  2007 Young Victorian O f 
Th e  Year - lunch tim e  entertainm ent, 
inter-sch ool discus s ion on th e  application 
of leaders h ip value s , and dialogue in 
th e ir ow n sch ool groups  about pos s ible 
initiative s  after th e  conference .  

A young Sudane s e  said, “In m y 
h om eland w e  h ave h ad w ars  and k illing 
over m any years  becaus e  of th e  
conflicting view s  th at I grew  up w ith . 
 Th rough  tak ing part today I understood 
th at dialogue is  a m uch  better w ay to 
deal w ith  difference , even if w e  can't 
find agre em ent.”  

Feedback  already rece ived indicate s  
an eagerne s s  for a repeat  event  next 
year.  An experienced s enior teach er 
from  one  of M elbourne ’s  large st private 
sch ools  told us  th at h e  w ould lik e  to 
h elp us  to prepare  it. 

-  Rob W ood

Th e  cam p w as  jointly h osted by th e  
M ajor Stre etbas k etball Foundation 

(M SF) and Initiative s  of Ch ange .  M ost 
of th e  boys  participating w ere  13-18 
years  old.

Th e  program  w as  a m ixture  of "on- 
court" s k ills developm ent w ith  th e  th re e  
M SF coach e s  and s e s s ions  look ing at 
life style ch oice s , h ealth y h abits  – lik e  
tak ing tim e  for daily inner reflection – 
and long term  goals w h ich  h elp to k e ep 
you going.  Th e  Arm agh  ballroom  becam e 
th e  sleeping q uarters  for th e  17 
participants  and leaders  w ith  m attre s s e s  
spread out acros s  its  length  and breadth !

A feature  of th e  tim e  w as  th e  h one sty 
w ith  w h ich  people spok e  about 
 ch allenge s  to h eal relations h ips  w ith  
fam ily and friends  and to find th e  courage 
to overcom e pe er-pre s sure  is sue s  lik e  
substance abus e .

During th e  w e e k end a strong team  
spirit grew  w h ich  w ill h elp th os e  w h o 
m ade  im portant decis ions  and w ant to 
develop a new  life style. 

Th e  Victorian M ulticultural 
Com m is s ion gave a generous  grant, w h ich  
covered m ost of th e  costs  of th e  w e e k end. 

Delegate s  spent th e  w e e k end w ith  local 
farm ing fam ilie s . 

Kenyan farm er, George  Kam au Kiiru, 
said: “I alm ost cam e to fe el unw orth y 
cons idering m y one  and a h alf acre  garden 
com pared to m y h osts ’ fifty-s even 
h ectare s  and enorm ous  m ach inery. But as  
I th ough t de eper I found our m ain aim  as  
farm ers  is  to fe ed th e  w orld.  I th e refore  
m ultiplied all th e  groups , sch ools and 
individuals I h ad trained in m y sm all 
garden and cam e to a sort of satisfaction 
th at I am  w orth y.” 

Ph il Jefferys  from  NSW  gave an 
overview  of th e  state  of w orld agriculture  
and as k ed: “W h y is  th e re  so m uch  poverty 
in an industry th at th e  w orld relie s  on?”

Jim  W igan’s  full report is  at 
w w w .iofc.org

Earlie r th is  ye ar a fe w  of th e  Arm agh  com m u nity w e re  s itting w ith  one  of 
Victoria's  M u lticu ltu ral Com m is s ione rs , a prom ine nt m e m be r of M e lbou rne 's  
Is lam ic com m u nity Yas s e r Su lim an.  H e  told u s  of h is  vis ion to de ve lop a 
gras s - roots  le ade rs h ip for th is  cou ntry, s tarting in th e  s ch ools . 
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Staying on th e  Ball
Staying on th e  ball w as  th e  title  of a 
bas k e tball and life - s k ills  cam p h e ld 
at Arm agh  ove r th e  w e e k e nd of 
23- 25 Nove m be r.  

-  Rob W ood

Link ing Farm e rs 

60 farm e rs  from  14 cou ntrie s  and all 
five  contine nts  w e re  w e lcom e d in 
Pom m e raye , W e s te rn France , for th e  
te nth  Initiative s  of Ch ange  
Inte rnational Farm e rs ' D ialogu e : 

W orldw ide
Sch ools Le ade rsh ip 
Confe re nce



Cre ators of Pe ace  
Inte rnational Confe re nce

30 Septem ber - 4 O ctober 2009
 

Collaroy Confe re nce  Ce ntre - Sydne y NSW  Australia

For furth er inform ation:  Em ail:  cop.au@ au.iofc.org
Creators  of Peace is  a program  of Initiative s  of Ch ange, an 
international, m ulticultural, m ulti-faith /beliefs  netw ork , w ork ing 
tow ards  personal and social transform ation in th e  w orld.  
Initiative s  of Ch ange now  operate s  in around 60 countrie s .

Creators  of Peace International w ebs ite :  h ttp://w w w .iofc.org/en/program m e s/cop/
Australian w ebs ite : h ttp://w w w .au.iofc.org/initiative s/pc/ 

NEW SBRIEFS

NEW SBRIEFS

Fare w e ll to K im  Edw ard Be azle y, AO
Th e  H on Kim  Be azle y s r, re form ing Education M iniste r in th e  W h itlam  Gove rnm e nt 19 72-19 75, re spe cte d M e m be r of th e  Australian 
Parliam e nt for 32 ye ars  and w e ll-k now n for h is  w ork  w ith  Initiative s  of Ch ange  (M oral Re -Arm am e nt) around th e  w orld, die d in 
Octobe r age d 9 0.  "Inte grity and principle  be yond political succe s s" w as  th e  h e adline  of th e  obituary in th e  Sydney M orning H erald, 
a th e m e  re pe ate d in th e  principal Australian and UK ne w spape rs .  
Th re e  form e r Labor Prim e  M iniste rs , a form e r Gove rnor-Ge ne ral and th e  W A State  Pre m ie r w e re  am ong th e  300 m ourne rs  at h is  
State  fune ral on 20 Octobe r in Pe rth .  Eulogie s  w e re  give n by th e  Be azle ys ' tw o surviving ch ildre n Kim  and M e rrilyn, by Profe s sor 
Pe te r Tannock  and by Jim  Coulte r, a past Ch airm an of M oral Re -Arm am e nt and long-tim e  frie nd.  
Jim  Coulte r's  e ulogy can be  re ad at th e  Initiative s  of Ch ange  w e bs ite  w w w .iofc.org.  Extracts  follow :
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In 19 53 Kim  h ad be en s ent by th e  
Australian parliam ent to th e  

Coronation and th en h ad com e on to 
th e  w orld conference  for M oral Re -
Arm am ent in Caux, Sw itzerland.  I m et 
h im  off th e  train and w e  im m ediately 
got into a disagre em ent.  I w as  ins istent 
on carrying h is  bag and h e  s e em ed to 
be  determ inedly egalitarian.  No one 
w as  going to carry h is  bag.

Later th at nigh t, over coffee , Kim  
got into a spirited debate  w ith  tw o of 
h is  fellow  delegate s  as  to w h eth e r God 
could guide  you.  Kim  agre ed h e  
probably could.  W h en it w as  
sugge sted it m igh t be  a good idea to 
w rite  dow n any th ough ts  God m igh t 
give, Kim  dem urred on th e  grounds  
th at h e  h ad such  a good m em ory h e  did 
not ne ed to.  But th en graciously 
conceded h e  w ould try th e  experim ent. 
 Th e  next m orning Kim  said h e  h ad 
be en given th e  clear th ough t th at h e  
s h ould m ak e  a policy of re storation to 
th e  Aboriginal people a central point of 
h is  public life .

In fact th is  "experim ent" of a tim e  
of q uiet prayer and listening becam e 
th e  early m orning practice  of both  Kim  
and Betty from  th en on.

Kim  w as  32 years  in parliam ent and 
28 of th os e  w ere  in oppos ition.  M any 

of th e  ch ange s  h e  effected w ere  w h en h e  
w as  in oppos ition becaus e  Kim 's  m otive s  
w ere  trusted on both  s ide s  of th e  h ous e . 
 H e  and Sir Paul H asluck  w ork ed togeth e r 
to h elp th e  19 67 referendum  com e about 
and w h en th e  Com m onw ealth  
Governm ent for th e  first tim e  s et up a 
Departm ent for Aboriginal Affairs , Prim e  
M inister H arold H olt called Kim  in to get 
h is  advice .

W h en h e  w as  up in Papua New  Guinea 
as  independence  w as  approach ing, th e  
leaders  of th e  Pangu Pati as k ed Kim  if h e  
w ould arrange for th em  to m e et 
Australia's  political leaders  "on a spiritual 
rath er th an a political bas is".  W ith in 
w e e k s  th ey w ere  in Canberra w ith  Kim  
arranging for th em  to h ave lunch  w ith  
Prim e  M inister H arold H olt and to consult 
w ith  Gough  W h itlam .  Th e  lunch eon w ith  
th e  Territorie s  M inister "Ceb" Barne s  w as  
cancelled becaus e  of som e  of th e  abras ive 
th ings  th e  Pangu Pati m en h ad said about 
h im  in th e  pre s s .  K im  rang "Ceb" and 
said: "I h ave said m uch  w ors e  th ings  
about you th an th ey did and you w ould 
still h ave lunch  w ith  m e!" "Ceb" laugh ed, 
cam e to th e  lunch  and e stablis h ed q uite  a 
fre s h  relations h ip w ith  th e s e  m en w h o 
form ed th e  first Cabinet of an 
independent Papua New  Guinea.

Kim  w as  s im ilar to Jim m y Carter and 

Al Gore  in th at m uch  of h is  m ost 
effective w ork  w as  done  after h e  h ad 
left elected office .  H is  outreach  took  
h im  to th e  Indian sub-continent, South  
Africa and Am erica.  

In Am azing Grace, th e  film  about 
W illiam  W ilberforce , it depicts  h is  
dilem m a as  to w h eth e r h e  s h ould s e e k  
to de epen h is  spiritual life  or to m ak e  
an im pact politically.  Joh n New ton th e  
w riter of th e  h ym n "Am azing Grace" 
told h im  bluntly: "Do both !"  Th at is  
exactly w h at Kim , w ith  Betty at h is  
s ide , did so effectively in a life  of 
s e rvice  spanning m ore  th an 60 years .

A book  of Kim  Beazley's  
recollections  is  in preparation.

In th e  last is sue  of New sbriefs  th e  
song: Let's  Create  a Culture  of Peace 
w as  w rongly ascribed to David M ills. 
Th e  auth or is  Rob W ood.  

W e are  deligh ted to continue  to s end 
you New sbriefs  and  Global Update on 
alternate m onth s . For th os e  w h o w ould 
lik e  to contribute  to th e  cost, $25 a year 
w ould be  m uch  appreciated. Ch e q ue s  
s h ould be  m ade  payable to Initiative s  
of Ch ange .
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